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Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

This Preliminary Amendment is submitted in connection with a Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in the above-identified application. In response to the Final 
Office Action issued in this application on January 5, 2005 Applicants filed an Amendment After 
Final Rejection on May 5, 2005 and a Notice of Appeal on June 6, 2005. An Advisory Action 
issued on June 2, 2005 stating that the Amendment After Final had not been entered. Instead of 
filing an Appeal Brief, Applicants have filed the RCE. Accordingly, this Preliminary 
Amendment is timely, and addresses the issues raised in both the Final Office Action and the 
Advisory Action. 

Amendments to Claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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